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| Scope

This guide is intended to assist in locating materials and information about Frederick Douglass in the
Rochester Central Public Library. Materials on Frederick Douglass that are available for checkout from
other divisions are also listed below. Ask at the reference desk if you have any questions about a particular
item. For more of the library’s holdings on Frederick Douglass, check with other divisions. (Note:
Restrictions may apply to the use of some of these materials. Please ask the librarian if you have any
questions.)

| INTRODUCTION

Born a slave in 1818, Frederick Douglass escaped and later purchased his freedom, becoming an orator for
the abolitionist movement, an author, editor, and U.S. Marshall who contributed to the reformation of
America until his death on February 20, 1895. Douglass moved to Rochester in 1847 and began publishing
the abolitionist newspaper The North Star that same year from an office on Main Street. When a fire
suspected to be arson destroyed his home in 1872, Douglass and his family left Rochester and made a new
home in Washington, D.C. Douglass died in 1895 and is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery.
Key:

L/H = Local History Division (these materials do not circulate)

BUS = Business & Social Sciences Division (these materials circulate and may be checked out)

CHILD = Children’s Division (these materials circulate and may be checked out)

HIS = Science, History, and Travel Division (these materials circulate and may be checked out)

TEEN = Teen Central (these materials circulate and may be checked out)
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Douglass, Frederick. Admiration & Ambivalence: Frederick Douglass and John Brown. New
York: Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History, c2005.

Douglass, Frederick. My Bondage and My Freedom. New York: Dover Publications, [1969].
Also available as an e-Book:
http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/My Bondage_My_Freedom.pdf

Also in HIS: 973.7092 D737dm

Douglass, Frederick. Life and Times of Frederick Douglass, Written By Himself. New York,
N. Y.: Pathway Press, [c1941].

Douglass, Frederick. Life and Times of Frederick Douglass. New York: Crowell, [1966].

Douglass, Frederick. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave. New
York: Barnes & Noble, c2002. Available as an e-Book:
http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Life_of Frederick Douglass an_American_Slave.pdf

Douglass, Frederick. The Frederick Douglass Papers. New Haven: Yale University Press,
1979.

The Frederick Douglass Papers. Series Two, Autobiographical Writings. New Haven [Conn.]:
Yale University Press, 1999-.

Douglass, Frederick. Frederick Douglass on Women’s Rights. Edited by Philip S. Foner.
Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1976.

Douglass, Frederick. The Life and Writings of Frederick Douglass. Edited by Philip S. Foner.
New York: International Publishers, 1950.

Douglass, Frederick. Frederick Douglass: New Literary and Historical Essays. Edited by Eric
J. Sundquist. Cambridge [England]; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990.

Blight, David W. Frederick Douglass: Prophet of Freedom. New York: Simon & Schuster,
2018.

Also in HIS

Brown, William W. The Black Man, His Antecedents, His Genius, and His Achievements. New
York, Boston: T. Hamilton; R. F. Wallcut, 1863.

Dilbeck, D.H. Frederick Douglass: America’s Prophet. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 2018.

Also in HIS

Douglass, Helen P. In Memoriam: Frederick Douglass. Philadelphia: J.C. Yorston & Co.,
1897.

Foner, Philip S. Frederick Douglass, A Biography. New York: Citadel Press, [1964].
Also in HIS

Graham, Shirley D. There Was Once a Slave ... The Heroic Story of Frederick Douglass. New
York: J. Messner, [1947].

Also in HIS: 973.7092 D737g
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L/H-OS
RrD737w

Gregory, James M. Frederick Douglass, the Orator: Containing An Account of His Life; His
Eminent Public Services; His Brilliant Career as Orator; Selections from His Speeches and
Writings. Springfield, Mass.: Willey Company, [189-?]. Also available as an e-Book:
http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Frederick_Douglass The Orator.pdf

Griffiths, Julia. Autographs for Freedom. Auburn, Rochester, Alden, Beardsley & Co.;
Wanzer, Beardsley & Co., 1854.

Holland, Frederic M. Frederick Douglass: The Colored Orator. Westport, Conn.: Negro
Universities Press, [1970]. Also available as an e-Book:
http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Frederick_Douglass_The Colored Orator.pdf

Huggins, Nathan 1. Slave and Citizen: The Life of Frederick Douglass. Boston: Little, Brown,
¢1980.

Levine, Robert S. The Lives of Frederick Douglass. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 2016.

Also in HIS
McFeely, William S. Frederick Douglass. New York: Norton, c1991.
Also in HIS

Stauffer, John. Giants: The Parallel Lives of Frederick Douglass & Abraham Lincoln. New
York: Twelve, 2008.

Thompson, John W. An Authentic History of the Douglass Monument; Biographical Facts and
Incidents in the Life of Frederick Douglass. Rochester, N. Y.: Rochester Herald Press, 1903.
Also available as an e-Book:

http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/History Douglass_Monument.pdf

Washington, Booker T. Frederick Douglass. Philadelphia: G. W. Jacobs & Company, [1906].
Also available as an e-Book:
http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Frederick_Douglass.pdf

For Young Adults
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L/H
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Bontemps, Arna W. Frederick Douglass: Slave, Fighter, Freeman. New York: Knopf, 1959.

Burchard, Peter. Frederick Douglass: For the Great Family of Man. New York: Atheneum
Books for Young Readers, 2003.

Adler, David A. Frederick Douglass: A Noble Life. New York: Holiday House, c2010.
Also in TEEN

Etsy, Amos. Unbound and Unbroken: The Story of Frederick Douglass. Greensboro, N.C.:
Morgan Reynolds Pub., c2011.

Trotman, C. James. Frederick Douglass: A Biography. Santa Barbara, Calif.: Greenwood,
c2011.

Walker, David. The Life of Frederick Douglass: A Graphic Narrative of a Slave’s Journey
from Bondage to Freedom. California: Ten Speed Press, 2018.

Also in ART and HIS
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For Children
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The School of Imaging and Information Technology. Rochester Freedom Heroes. Susan B.
Anthony. Frederick Douglass. Rochester, NY: TMD Enterprises, c2008.

Also in CHILD
Walvoord, Linda. Rosetta, Rosetta, Sit By Me! New York: Marshall Cavendish, c2004.
Also in CHILD
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L/H
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P642a

L/H
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Q1b

Blight, David W. Frederick Douglass’ Civil War: Keeping Faith in Jubilee. Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, c1989.

Also in HIS

Buckmaster, Henrietta. Flight to Freedom; the Story of the Underground Railroad. New York:
Crowell, [1958].

Burchard, Peter. Frederick Douglass: For the Great Family of Man. New York: Atheneum
Books for Young Readers, 2003.

Also in HIS

Colaiaco, James A. Frederick Douglass and the Fourth of July. New York: Palgrave
Macmillan, 2006.

Also in HIS
Curtis, Clara K. Fighters for Freedom. Rochester, N.Y., 1933.

Diedrich, Maria. Love across Color Lines: Ottilie Assing and Frederick Douglass. New York:
Hill and Wang, 1999.

Also in HIS

Hays, Elinor R. Morning Star. New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, [1961].
Also in BUS: 305.4209 S878h

McGuire, Horace. A Reminiscence of Anti-Slavery Days. Read before the Rochester Historical
Society, October 27, 1916. [Rochester? N.Y., 1916].

Also available as an e-Book:

http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Reminiscence_of Antislavery Days.pdf

Miller, Douglas T. Frederick Douglass and the Fight for Freedom. New York, N.Y.: Facts on
File, c1988.

Oakes, James. The Radical and the Republican: Frederick Douglass, Abraham Lincoln, and
the Triumph of Antislavery Politics. New York: W.W. Norton & Co., c2007.

Also in HIS

Pillsbury, Parker. Acts of the Anti-Slavery Apostles. Concord, N.H. [Clague, Wegman,
Schlicht, & Co., Printers], 1883.

Quarles, Benjamin. Black Abolitionists. New York: Oxford University Press, [1969].
Also in BUS
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Rr973.8092
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L/H
Rrg973.8092
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Siebert, Wilbur H. The Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom. Gloucester, Mass.: P.
Smith, 1968 [c1898].

Also in BUS

Bernier, Celeste-Marie, If | Survive: Frederick Douglass and Family in the Walter O. Evans
Collection: A 200 Year Anniversary. Edinburgh : Edinburgh University Press, 2018.

Also in HIS

Bingham, Caleb, ed. The Columbian Orator: Containing a Variety of Original and Selected
Pieces Together with Rules, Which Are Calculated to Improve Youth and Others, In the
Ornamental and Useful Art of Eloquence. New York: New York University Press, c1998.

*Douglass used this book extensively to strengthen his reading and vocabulary skills.

Douglass, Frederick. The Heroic Slave: A Cultural and Critical Edition. Edited by Robert S.
Levine, et. al. New Haven; London: Yale University Press, [2015].

*The only fictional work by Douglass.

Douglass, Frederick. Frederick Douglass: A Life In Documents. Edited by L. Diane Barnes.
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press, 2013.

Fought, Leigh. Women in the World of Frederick Douglass. New York: Oxford University
Press, 2017.

Also in HIS

Stauffer, John. Picturing Frederick Douglass: An Illustrated Biography of the Nineteenth
Century’s Most Photographed American. New York: Liveright Publishing Corporation, [2015].

Also in HIS

Rochester and Frederick Douglass

L/H
Rr974.789
D815c

L/H
Rr973.8092
041f

L/H
Rr973.8092
D737r

L/H
Rr326.8097
S486n

Speeches

L/H-OS
Rr326
D737c

DuBois, Eugene E. The City of Frederick Douglass: Rochester’s Afiican-American People
and Places. Rochester, N.Y.: Landmark Society of Western New York, 1994.

Also in HIS

O’Keefe, Rose. Frederick and Anna Douglass in Rochester, New York: Their Home Was Open
To All. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2014.

Also in HIS

Reisem, Richard O. Frederick Douglass and the Underground Railroad. Rochester, NY:
Friends of Mount Hope Cemetery, 2010.

Also in HIS

Sernett, Milton. North Star Country: Upstate New York and the Crusade for African American
Freedom. Syracuse, N.Y.: Syracuse University Press, 2002.

Also in BUS

“The Claims of the Negro Ethnologically Considered.” Rochester, Printed by Lee, Mann, & Co.,
1854. An address before the literary societies of Western Reserve College at commencement, July 12,
1854. Also available as an e-Book: http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Claims_of the Negro.pdf
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http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Claims_of_the_Negro.pdf

L/H-0S “Eulogy of the Late Hon. Wm. Jay.” Rochester: Press of A. Strong, 1859. Delivered May 12, 1859.
Rr326 Also available as an e-Book:

J42d http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Eulogy of the Late Hon. William_Jay.pdf
L/H-0S Two Speeches by Frederick Douglass. Rochester, N.Y.: C.P. Dewey, printer, 1857. Also available as
Rr326 an e-Book: http://libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Two_Speeches by Frederick_Douglass.pdf
D737t
L/H-0S “The Anti-Slavery Movement.” Rochester [N.Y.] Press of Lee, Mann, 1855. A lecture before the
RrLOCAL Rochester Ladies” Anti-Slavery Society.
IMPRINT-Lee
L/H-0S “Inaugural Ceremonies of the Freedmen's Memorial Monument to Abraham Lincoln.” Saint Louis,
Rr973.714 Levison & Blythe, printers, 1876. Delivered in Washington City, April 14, 1876.
D7370
L/H-OS “Lectures on American Slavery.” Buffalo: G. Reese & Co’s Power Press, 1851. Delivered December
Rr326 1851, at Corinthian Hall, Rochester, NY.
D737L
| MICROFILM
L/H The Papers of Frederick Douglass.
Rr326
D737p *Collection consists of those papers that were in Douglass’ library at the time of his death in
Microfilm 1895. They relate principally to his career during and after the Civil War. Includes index and
nos. 1-34 register by David E. Mathisen.

NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED BY DOUGLASS

L/H-IS Douglass’ Monthly. New York: Negro Universities Press, 1969.
Rfr082

D737d

v.1-5 (bound)

Online Scattered issues of Frederick Douglass’ Paper and The North Star:

resources New York Heritage Digital Collections. St. John Fisher College.

http://cdm16694.contentdm.oclc.org/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15109coll7

Historic Newspaper Collections. Local History Division.
https://roccitylibrary.org/digital-collections/digital-newspaper-gateway/

\ NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

L/H Local Newspaper Index: 1818-1850

071.4789 Also available online: http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/newsindex/1818-1850/COU-ELE.pdf
138i v.4

L/H Local Newspaper Index: 1851-1897

071.4789.138i Also available online: http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/newsindex/1851-1897/Index22DON-
v. 22A DRY.pdf

Card File DE- Local Newspaper Index: 1898-1903.
DO

Clipping Files
RVF1 Biography — Douglass (4 folders)
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http://www.libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Eulogy_of_the_Late_Hon._William_Jay.pdf
http://libraryweb.org/~digitized/books/Two_Speeches_by_Frederick_Douglass.pdf
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RVF1 Underground Railroad

| ONLINE RESOURCES

Many Roads to Freedom: Abolitionism and the Civil War in Rochester:
http://www.libraryweb.org/rochimag/roads/home.htm

Underground Railroad: https:/roccitylibrary.org/pathfinders/underground-railroad-pathfinder/

| PAMPHLET FILES

RVF2 Biography — Douglass, Frederick
RVF2 Slavery
RVF2 Underground Railroad

| PERIODICALS

Note: Rochester History is available in the Local History Division’s public area.

Rochester History (vol. 21, no. 4, 1959). “Lights and Shadows in Local Negro History.”
Also available online: http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v21_1959/v21i4.pdf

Rochester History (vol. 46, nos. 1 & 2, 1984). “A Growing Agitation: Rochester Before, During, and After the Civil
War.” Also available online;_http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v46_1984/v46i1-2.pdf

Rochester History (vol. 57, no. 4, 1995). “The Magnetic Circle: Stanton, Anthony, Bloomer, and Douglass.” Also
available online: http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v57_1995/v57i3.pdf

Rochester History (vol. 67, nos. 3 & 4, 2005). “Rochester's Frederick Douglass.”
Part I: http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v67 2005/v67i3.pdf
Part Il: http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v67 2005/v67i4.pdf

Rochester History (vol. 78, no. 2) “Racial Segregation in Rochester Schools, 1818-1856.” Also available
online: https://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v78 /v78i2.pdf

| PORTRAITS |
RPF1  Portraits — Douglass, Frederick

RPF2  Portraits — Douglass, Frederick

| SCRAPBOOKS

L/H-SS Frederick Douglass: Obituaries, Accounts of His Funeral and Other Material (1895).
Rqr974.789
F852f

L/H-SS Frederick Douglass: Scrap Book (1884).
Rqr974.789
F8522s

| SUBJECT HEADINGS

Subject headings to try when searching:

Abolitionists

Abolitionists — United States

Abolitionists — United States — Biography

Abolitionists — United States — Biography — History and criticism
African American abolitionists — Biography
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http://www.libraryweb.org/rochimag/roads/home.htm
https://roccitylibrary.org/pathfinders/underground-railroad-pathfinder/
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v21_1959/v21i4.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v46_1984/v46i1-2.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v57_1995/v57i3.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v67_2005/v67i3.pdf
http://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v67_2005/v67i4.pdf
https://www.libraryweb.org/~rochhist/v78_/v78i2.pdf

African Americans — Biography

African Americans — History to 1863

African Americans — Politics and government

African Americans — Suffrage

Antislavery movements — United States

Antislavery movements — United States History — 19th century
Douglass, Frederick

Fourth of July orations

Slavery — Maryland

Slaves — United States — Biography

Slaves — United States Biography — History and criticism
Slaves — United States — Social conditions

Speeches, addresses, etc., — American

Speeches, addresses, etc., — American — African American authors
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