
 
 

LOCAL HISTORY & GENEALOGY 

115 South Avenue, Rochester, NY 14604 ● 585-428-8370 ● Fax 585-428-8353 

 

Ship Passenger Lists 

Research Guide 

 

SCOPE 

This guide is intended to assist in locating materials and information about published passenger 

lists. Beyond what is in print, the National Archives owns microfilmed lists of ship passengers 

that include millions of names that do not appear in book form anywhere. In addition, Internet 

resources are available to consult for immigrant research. They are included at the end of this 

guide.  

 

INTRODUCTION 

The first section of this guide, “Guides and Bibliographies,” provides resources that will help you 

learn more about ship passenger lists, and where to look for information. The next two sections, 

“Countries of Origin” and “Ports of Entry,” include books that contain passenger lists. The “Other 

Compilations” section includes books that contain some passenger names and also provides 

names of other resources. The “CD-ROMs” section includes items that are available on CD-

ROM, some of which are available for checkout. Finally, the “Online Resources” section lists 

several Web sites with more information and searchable passenger lists.  

Note:  Some of these items may be available for checkout from other library divisions.  

 

GENERAL GUIDES AND BIBLIOGRAPHIES 

L/H 

Gr973  

M891m 

Allan, Morton. Morton Allan Directory of European Passenger Steamship Arrivals for the 

Years 1890 to 1930 at the Port of New York and for the Years 1904 to 1926 at the Ports of 

New York, Philadelphia, Boston, and Baltimore. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1979. 

(Note: This is a list of SHIPS, not of passengers.) 

L/H 

Gr387.2432 

A636s  

1993 

Anuta, Michael J. Ships of Our Ancestors. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., [1993]. 

(Note: Pictures of SHIPS, not of passengers.) 

L/H 

Gr973  

U58ng 

Colket, Meredith B., Jr. Guide to Genealogical Records in the National Archives. 

Washington, National Archives, National Archives and Records Service, General Services 

Administration, 1964. 
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L/H 

Gr929.1072 

C698t 

2002 

Colletta, John P. They Came in Ships: A Guide to Finding Your Immigrant Ancestor’s 

Arrival Records. Provo, Utah: Ancestry, 2002. 

L/H-OS 

Gr973  

S678m 

General Society of Mayflower Descendants. Mayflower Index, Compiled and Edited for the 

General Society of Mayflower Descendants (2 vols.). [Boston] The General Society of 

Mayflower Descendants, 1932. 

L/H 

Grq929.343 

R434r 

The Hamburg Passenger Lists, 1850-1934, Resource Guide. Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints. Salt Lake City, UT: Family History Library, c1992. 

L/H 

Gqr016.973 

L251p 

Lancour, Harold. Passenger Lists of Ships Coming to North America, 1607-1825: A 

Bibliography. New York, New York Public Library, 1937. 

L/H 

Gr016.973 

L251b3 

Lancour, Harold. A Bibliography of Ship Passenger Lists, 1538-1825. New York, New 

York Public Library, 1963. 

L/H 

Grq016.929 

M649m 

Miller, Olga K. Migration, Emigration, Immigration: Principally To the United States and 

In the United States. Logan, Utah: Everton, c1974-. 

L/H 

Gr929.1072 

T314a  

1993 

Tepper, Michael. American Passenger Arrival Records: A Guide to the Records of 

Immigrants Arriving at American Ports By Sail and Steam. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., 1993. 

 

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN – ENGLAND 

L/H 

Gr973  

B861b 

Bristol and America: A Record of the First Settlers in the Colonies of North America 

1654-1685. Baltimore, Genealogical Pub. Co., 1967. 

L/H 

Gr973.0042 

C688c 

v.1-v.4 

Coldham, Peter W. The Complete Book of Emigrants. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 

1987-. 

L/H 

Gr929.373 

C688c 

1988 

Coldham, Peter W. Complete Book of Emigrants in Bondage, 1614-1775. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1988. 

L/H 

Gr929.373 

C688c  

1988 suppl 

Coldham, Peter W. Supplement to the Complete Book of Emigrants in Bondage, 1614-

1775. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1992. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

C688e 

Coldham, Peter W. Emigrants from England to the American Colonies, 1773-1776. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1988. 
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L/H 

Gr973  

F761L 

Fothergill, Gerald. A List of Emigrant Ministers to America, 1690-1811. Baltimore, 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1965. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

G425L 

Ghirelli, Michael. A List of Emigrants from England to America, 1682-1692. Baltimore, 

Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1988. 

L/H 

Gqr973 

H834or 

Hotten, John C. Original Lists of Persons of Quality, 1600-1700. New York, G.A. Baker, 

1931. 

L/H 

Gr973  

K152L 

Kaminkow, Jack. A List of Emigrants from England to America, 1718-1759. Baltimore, 

Magna Charta Book Co., [c1964]. 

L/H 

Gr973  

K153o 

Kaminkow, Marion. Original Lists of Emigrants in Bondage from London to the 

American Colonies, 1719-1744. Baltimore, Magna Carta Book Co., 1967. 

L/H 

Gr973  

F873L 

List of Emigrants to America from Liverpool, 1697-1707. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., 1969. 

L/H 

Gr973  

N624s 

Nicholson, Cregoe D. P. Some Early Emigrants to America [ca. 1600-1775]. Baltimore, 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1965. 

L/H 

Gr929.3421 

S554a  

1982 

Sherwood, George F. Tudor. American Colonists in English Records: A Guide to Direct 

References in Authentic Records, Passenger Lists Not in “Hotten.” Baltimore: 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1982. 

 

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN – GERMANY 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

B959e v. 1 

Burkett, Brigitte. Emigrants from Baden and Württemberg in the Eighteenth Century. 
Camden, Me.: Picton Press, c1996-. 

L/H  

Gr929.3089 

G373g 

Glazier, Ira A. and P. William Filby, eds. Germans to America: Lists of Passengers 

Arriving at U.S. Ports (67 vols.). Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, c1988-. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

G373g 

Glazier, Ira A., ed. Germans to America. Series II: Lists of Passengers Arriving at U.S. 

Ports in the 1840s (vols. 1-6). Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, c2002- 

L/H 

Gr929.2089 

J77m 

Jones, Henry Z. More Palatine Families: Some Immigrants to the Middle Colonies 
1717-1776 and Their European Origins. Universal City, Calif.: H.Z. Jones, 1991. 

L/H 

GR 

CD-ROM 

929.3089 

Passenger and Immigration Lists. Germans to America, 1850-1874. [Novato, CA?]: 

The Learning Company, c1999. Contains the information taken from vols. 1-31 of the 

Germans to America series. (May be checked out.) 
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L/H 

GR 

CD-ROM 

929.3089 

Passenger and Immigration Lists. Germans to America, 1875-1888. [Novato, CA?]: 

The Learning Company, c1999. Contains the information taken from vols. 32-56 of the 

Germans to America series. (May be checked out.) 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

S644p 

Smith, Clifford N. Passenger Lists (and fragments thereof) from Hamburg and Bremen 

to Australia and the United States, 1846-1849. McNeal, Ariz.: Westland Publications, 

1988. 

L/H 

Grq929.3089 

S644f 

Smith, Clifford N. From Bremen to America in 1850: Fourteen Rare Emigrant Ship 

Lists. McNeal, Ariz.: Westland Publications, 1987.  

L/H 

Gr942 

T822L# 

Tribbeko, John. Lists of Germans from the Palatinate Who Came To England in 1709. 

Baltimore, Genealogical Pub. Co., 1965. 

L/H 

Gr975.8004 

U77d v. 3 

Urlsperger, Samuel. Detailed Reports on the Salzburger Emigrants Who Settled in 

America (vol. 3, 1736). Athens, University of Georgia Press < 1968-c1989 >. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

Z72g 

Zimmerman, Gary J. German Immigrants: Lists of Passengers Bound from Bremen to 

New York, With Places of Origin (1847-1871) (4 vols.). Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., 1985-. 

 

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN – IRELAND 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635i 

Dobson, David. Irish Emigrants in North America (3 vols.). Baltimore: Reprinted for 

Clearfield Co. by Genealogical Pub. Co., 1997-2003. 

L/H 

Gr973 

F198f 

Glazier, Ira A., ed. Famine Immigrants: Lists of Irish Immigrants Arriving at the Port of 

New York, 1846-1851 (7 vols.). Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1983-1986. 

L/H 

PBGr973 

H121p 

Hackett, J. Dominick. Passenger Lists from Ireland. Baltimore, Genealogical Publishing 

Co., 1973. 

L/H 

Grq929.373 

N174n 

Irish Genealogical Foundation. Names of Irish Passengers to America: With Dates, 

Ports & Ship Names. Kansas City, Mo.: Irish Genealogical Foundation, 2000-. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

I68i 

Mitchell, Brian, comp. Irish Passenger Lists, 1803-1806: Lists of Passengers Sailing 

from Ireland to America. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co, c1995. 

L/H 

Gr929.3415 

I68i 

Mitchell, Brian, comp. Irish Passenger Lists, 1847-1871: Lists of Passengers Sailing 

from Londonderry to America on Ships of the J. & J. Cooke Line and the McCorkell 

Line. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co, c1988. 

L/H 

Gr973 

O13i 

O’Brien, Michael. J. The Irish in America: Immigration, Land, Probate, Administration, 

Birth, Marriage and Burial Records of the Irish in America in and About the Eighteenth 

Century. Baltimore, Genealogical Pub., 1974. 



 Ship Passenger Lists  CC2016     5 

L/H 

Gr929.373 

P287p 

Passenger Lists from the Shamrock or Irish Chronicle, 1815-1816. New York: 

American Irish Historical Society, 1931. 

L/H 

Grq929.3715 

P984n 

Punch, Terrence M. North America’s Maritime Funnel: The Ships that Brought the 

Irish, 1749-1852. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing Company, [2012]. 

L/H 

Gr 973 

S339p 

Schlegel, Donald M. Passengers from Ireland: Lists of Passengers Arriving at 

American Ports between 1811 and 1817. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1980. 

 

COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN – SCOTLAND 

L/H 

Gr973 

C182e 

Cameron, Viola R. Emigrants from Scotland to America, 1774-1775. Baltimore: 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1976. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635d 

Dobson, David. Directory of Scots Banished to the American Plantations, 1650-1775. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1983. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635ds 

Dobson, David. Directory of Scottish Settlers in North America, 1625-1825 (7 vols.). 

Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1984-. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635o 

Dobson, David. The Original Scots Colonists of Early America, 1612-1783. Baltimore, 

Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1989. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

D635sc 

Dobson, David. Scots On the Chesapeake, 1607-1830. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical 

Pub. Co., c1992. 

L/H 

Gr973 

W629d 

Whyte, Donald. Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to the U.S.A. (vols. 1-2). Baltimore, 

Md., Magna Carta Book Co., 1972-1986. 

 

OTHER COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN 

L/H 

Gqr973 

F267L 

Faust, Albert B. Lists of Swiss Emigrants in the Eighteenth Century to the American 

Colonies (2 vols.). Washington, D.C., National Genealogical Society, 1920-1925. 

L/H 

Gr929.3089 

I88i 

Glazier, Ira, and P. William Filby, eds. Italians to America: Lists of Passengers 

Arriving at U.S. Ports 1880-1901 (vols. 1-16). Wilmington, Del.: Scholarly Resources, 

1992- < 2001 >. 

L/H 

Gr929.3747 

M636m 

Glazier, Ira A., ed. Migration from the Russian Empire: Lists of Passengers Arriving at 

the Port of New York (4 vols). Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., c1995-. 

L/H 

Gr974  

052s 

Olsson, Nils W. Swedish Passenger Arrivals in New York, 1820-1850. Chicago, 

Swedish Pioneer Historical Society, 1967. 
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PORTS OF ENTRY – NEW YORK 

L/H 

Gr929.3747 

B477p 

1820/29 

Bentley, Elizabeth P. Passenger Arrivals at the Port of New York, 1820-1829: From 

Customs Passenger Lists. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1999. 

L/H 

Gr929.3747 

B477p 

Bentley, Elizabeth P. Passenger Arrivals at the Port of New York, 1830-1832: From 

Customs Passenger Lists. Baltimore, Md.: Genealogical Pub. Co., 2000. 

L/H 

GqrS557s  

v.2 

Boyer, Carl, ed. Ship Passenger Lists, New York and New Jersey, 1600-1825. 
Newhall, Calif.: Boyer, 1977-. 

L/H 

Gqr929.3747 

S193n 

Samuelsen, W. David. New York City Passenger Ships Lists Index, 1820-1824. North 

Salt Lake, Utah: A.I.S.I Publishers, c1986. 

 

PORTS OF ENTRY – PENNSYLVANIA 

L/H 

Gr974.8 

R946c, ind. 

Koger, Marvin V. Index to the Names of 30,000 Immigrants – German, Swiss, Dutch, 

and French – into Pennsylvania, 1727-1776, Supplementing the I. Daniel Rupp Ship 

Load Volume. [Pennington Gap, Va., c1935]. 

L/H 

Gr974.8 

R946c 

Rupp, I. Daniel. A Collection of Upwards of Thirty Thousand Names of German, 

Dutch, Swiss, French and Other Immigrants to Pennsylvania, 1727-1776. 

Philadelphia: Leary, Stuart Co., 1927, c1898. 

L/H 

Gr974.8 

S549p 

Sheppard, Walter L. Passengers and Ships Prior to 1684. Baltimore, Genealogical 

Pub. Co., 1970. 

L/H 

Gr929.3748 

S897p  

1980 

Strassburger, Ralph B. Pennsylvania German Pioneers; A Publication of the Original 

Lists of Arrivals In the Port of Philadelphia from 1727 to 1808 (2 vols.). Baltimore: 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1980. 

L/H 

Gr974.8 

T314e # 

Tepper, Michael, ed. Emigrants to Pennsylvania, 1641-1819: A Consolidation of Ship 

Passenger Lists from the Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography. 

Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1975. 

L/H 

Gr929.3748 

T314p 

Tepper, Michael. Passenger Arrivals at the Port of Philadelphia, 1800-1819: The 

Philadelphia Baggage Lists. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1986. 

 

OTHER PORTS AND DESTINATIONS 

L/H 

Grq929.3089 

A188i 

Acton, John A. Index of Passengers Who Emigrated to Canada between 1817 and 1849. 

Toronto: Ontario Genealogical Society, 1999. 

L/H 

Gr929.374 

A549gr 

Anderson, Robert C. The Great Migration; Immigrants to New England, 1624-1635 (3 

vols.). Boston: Great Migration Study Project, New England Historic Genealogical 

Society, 1999- < 2003 >. 
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L/H 

Grq929.374 

G786g 

Anderson, Robert C., ed. Great Migration Newsletter: vols. 1-5, 1990-1994. Boston, MA: 

New England Historic Genealogical Society, c1998.  

L/H 

Gr974  

B694i 

Bolton, Ethel S. Immigrants to New England, 1700-1775. Salem, Mass., The Essex 

Institute, 1931. 

L/H 

Gr929.373 

C783c 

Microfilm 

Copies of Lists of Passengers Arriving at Miscellaneous Ports On the Atlantic and Gulf 

Coasts, 1820-1873. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Service, 1964. 16 

reels. 

L/H 

Gr929.3744 

P287p 

Microfilm 

Passenger Lists of Vessels Arriving at Boston, 1820-1891. Washington, D.C.: National 

Archives and Records Service, 1959. 

L/H 

Gr929.3716 

S654n 

Smith, Leonard H. Nova Scotia Immigrants to 1867. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., c1992. 

 

OTHER COMPILATIONS 

L/H 

Grq973  

P2872p 

Filby, P. William. Passenger and Immigration Lists Index: A Guide to Published Arrival 

Records of About 500,000 Passengers Who Came to the United States and Canada in 

the Seventeenth, Eighteenth, and Nineteenth Centuries (vols. 1-2). Detroit, Mich.: Gale 

Research Co., c1981. 

L/H 

Gr973  

M189i 

Immigrants to America before 1750: An Alphabetical List of Immigrants to the Colonies, 

before 1750. Chicago: Institute of American Genealogy, 1929. 

Section 4 – Covers only surnames that begin with A and B. 

L/H 

Gr973 

M414L 

Massachusetts. Superintendent of Alien Passengers. A List of Alien Passengers, Bonded 

from January 1, 1847, to January 1, 1851. Baltimore, Genealogical Pub. Co., 1971. 

L/H 

Grq973 

P2872p 

Passenger and Immigration Lists Index. Supplement. Detroit, Mich.: Gale Research Co., 

c1982- 

L/H 

Gr974 

I33i 

Tepper, Michael, ed. Immigrants to the Middle Colonies: A Consolidation of Ship 

Passenger Lists and Associated Data from the New York Genealogical and Biographical 

Record. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1978. 

L/H 

Gr973 

N532n 

Tepper, Michael, ed. New World Immigrants: A Consolidation of Ship Passenger Lists 

and Associated Data from Periodical Literature (2 vols.). Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. 

Co., 1979. 

L/H 

Gr973 

P287p 

Tepper, Michael, ed. Passengers to America: A Consolidation of Ship Passenger Lists 

from the New England Historical and Genealogical Register (Arrivals 1620-1836). 

Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1977. 

L/H 

Gr973 

U58s 

United States. Department of State. Passenger Arrivals 1819-1820. Baltimore, 

Genealogical Pub. Co., 1967. 
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L/H 

Gqr973 

U58sp 

United States. Department of State. Passengers who arrived in the United States 

September 1821-December 1823. Baltimore, Magna Carta Book Co., 1969. 

L/H 

Gqr016.9293 

U58n 

United States. National Archives and Records Service. Immigrant and Passenger 

Arrivals: A Select Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications. Washington, 

D.C.: National Archives Trust Fund Board, U.S. General Services Administration, 1983. 

 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
 

Cyndi’s List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet. “Ships & Passenger Lists.” 

http://www.cyndislist.com/ships.htm (accessed May 10, 2016). 

Firstmom's Genealogy Resources. “Immigrant Ship Passenger Lists.” 

http://members.tripod.com/~KHuish/ships.htm (May 10, 2016). 

The Statue of Liberty-Ellis Island Foundation, Inc. http://www.ellisisland.org/ (accessed May 10, 

2016). 

Webpages by Stephen P. Morse, San Francisco. http://www.stevemorse.org/ (accessed May 10, 2016). 

FamilySearch has scattered collections of searchable immigration records and passenger lists: 

https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?page=1&recordType=Migration (accessed May 10, 

2016). 

 

 

http://www.cyndislist.com/ships.htm
http://members.tripod.com/~KHuish/ships.htm
http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.stevemorse.org/
https://familysearch.org/search/collection/list/?page=1&recordType=Migration

